accompanied by a drop in representation of thirty-three
seats. Most of the lost National Socialist votes went to
the Communist and Nationalist Parties. These results
proved that while the Nazis had lost way, von Papen's
* stock had not risen. His policy had alienated the Nazis
from the Nationalist front and they had decided to work
alone to achieve office.
The Left forces had increased in strength against, not
only Papen, but the whole political system including
Hindenburg; and the Centre Party was hand in glove
with them in their resolve. Hence the Nazi charge of
the " black rats consorting with the God-denying reds ".
Despite the fact that all Parties were against von Papen, he
nevertheless was allowed to continue in the Chancellorship.
The Government declared a political armistice until
2 January of the coming year and the comicality of the
German situation, where every politician in or out of
office declared that he would fight for his ideas or his
Party, was such that no doughty warrior defied the Govern-
ment's Burgfrieden order.
During the early part of this political truce. Hitler was
either in Munich or in the mountains; Goring was missing
from his usual haunts and Goebbels was reorganizing the
Party machinery. Von Papen was spending difficult hours
with Hindenburg, who was beginning to think that the
gallant Uhlan, who so often entertained him with stories
of America and of German military shortcomings in Asia
Minor, would have to follow his other Chancellors. Upon
Goring's return to Berlin it was learned that he had been
to Rome and had been received by Mussolini and by the
Secretary of State in the Vatican. He announced that he
had told the Vatican that Nazi-ism " stood for positive
Christianity ". A week later the leaders of Catholic political
action in the Reich announced their intention of supporting
Hitler in his demand for the Chancellorship.
The Nationalists refused any form of discussion with
Hitler, but von Papen repeatedly sent written requests
to the Nazi headquarters for a personal meeting between
Hitler and himself, all of which remained unanswered.
Hitler had made himself scarce again. He was at Weimar
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